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Byutilizing composite indexes of economic indicators it is possible
to observe how rough equivalents to U. S. indicators behave with
respect to growth cycle turning points in other countries. Figure 3-1
enlarges the picture presented in Figure 2-4 by including the com-
posite leading index and the composite lagging index for each of the
ten countries under study. One further addition is the lagging index
• on an inverted basis, which we have found usually precedes the lead-
ing index. These composite indicators are also related to the national
growth cycle chronologies shown in Table 2-2.' Each index displays
• clearly defined cycles, testifying to the pervasiveness and persistence
of short-run fluctuations around national growth trends. (See pp.
73-77.)
Figure 3-1 can best be understood in connection with Table 3-1,
which summarizes the timing comparisons shown in the figure. The
first point to be noted is that the composite indexes confirm that the
United States continues to have more business cycles than other
countries. Thus, since World War II the United States has exhibited
more peaks and troughs than any other country, including Canada,
whose economic patterns customarily are most like those of the
United States.2 For much of the 1970s, growth cycles were roughly
synchronous in most of the. countries under review. This is especially
true during the 1973-75 period when a conventional classical reces-
sion was experienced in all these economies. Only toward the end
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ofthe decade did the United States tend to diverge significantly
from this pattern. By the 1980s a continuation of this historical
tendency toward synchronism seemed a reasonable, if yet to be
tested, assumption.
Overall, the behavior of the composite indexes confirms that the
U.S. classification of indicators for classical turning points is appro-
priate for growth cycle turning points in the United States and in the
other nine countries as well. It is, of course, not surprising that the
roughly coincident indexes, with few exceptions, exhibit median
lead-lag measures of zero months at the peaks and troughs, because
these indicators figure so prominently intheselection of growth
cycle chronologies in the first place. Far more impressive is the dis-
covery that the timing relationship within each country, among the
three composite indexes, is almost invariably what one would expect
from the timing classification itself. That classification was based
solely on U. S. information. There is also considerable similarity in
the length of the median leads or lags, most of them falling within a
range of four to six months. In every country a turn in the growth
cycle is typically spread over a considerable range of months—usually
from eight to thirteen or fourteen months, counting from the turn in
the leading index to the subsequent turn in the lagging index. For all
ten countries the interval between the average of the medians for the
leading and lagging indexes is ten months.
None of the leading composite indexes fails to show median leads.
Among the roughly coincident indexes, only in Belgium does the
median differ from zero. The lagging indexes turn in a perfect rec-
ord—median lags in every instance. Moreover, on an inverted basis
the median leads in the lagging indexes always exceed those in the
leading indexes.
In most of the countries the indexes exhibit few extra or skipped
cycles. (See Table 3-2.) In Canada the computer discerned an extra
cycle in the lagging index during the 1952-53 period. In the United
Kingdom there may be an extra cycle in all three indexes before the
reference dates begin (in the late 1940s), but this may simply reflect
a paucity of data and an inability to start the reference chronology
earlier. An extra cycle in the Japanese leading index in the early
1960s—as well as an extra cycle in the Japanese lagging index in
1968-69—is reflected in a rather high plateau in the leading index
(1966-68) but does not show up in the coincident index. There is an
extra cycle in the roughly coincident index for West Germany in
1972-73. Our judgmental review eliminated an extra cycle in the
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Canada 2 1
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An extra cycle in both the leading and coincident indexes for
France showed amplitudes too small to survive our review. This situ-
ation provided the basis for eliminating two otherwise extra cycles in
the leading index for the Netherlands, and an extra cycle in both the
leading and the coincident indexes for Italy. Since these were the
only cases of extra cycles, we may say that, after review of the com-
puter-selected turns, no extra cycles existed among the composite
indexes for any country except in the German coincident index. One
is tempted to conclude that the U. S.-derived indicators on the basis
of the summary examination undertaken with this evidence, have be-
haved somewhat better in a number of foreign countries than in the
country where they were developed, at least in recent years!
According to our data, the usual sequence in the growth cycle
consists of a turn in the inverted laggers, followed by a turn in the
leading index, then in the coincident index, and then the lagging
index, which starts another round. Section B of Table 3-1 enables
one to see the sequence more clearly. This way of organizing the data
reveals the strong tendency for indexes to turn in the order expected
at peaks and at troughs. The only exceptions to this expected order
involve the Belgian and Swedish leading and coincident indexes
at peaks. Hence, in fifty-two out of the fifty-four sequences (six
for each of the nine countries) the turns in the composite indexes
occurred in the order experienced at U.S. classical turns—a 96 per-
cent success record. The details of the performance, considered in
Leading, Coincident, and Lagging Indicators in Ten Countries 81






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Leading, Coincident, and Lagging Indicators in Ten Countries 83
thenext section of this chapter, will reveal a number of discrepan.
cies among individual indicators. But the overall pattern of
behavior outside the United States (summarized in Table 3-3) is
certainly in line with what U.S. experience with the indicators under.
lying these composites at classical cycles has led us to expect.
Turning again to the evidence in Figure 3-1, three additions to
U.S. classical cycle history are revealed in growth cycle analysis—the
slowdowns of 1950-51, 1962-64, and 1966-67. Though smaller in
terms of amplitude, these slowdowns are clearly reflected in the be-
havior of the coincident index. Most, though not all, of the reference
turns for the United States are confirmed by the appearance of re-
lated turns in the composite indexes of the leaders and laggers. There
are two skipped cycles in the leading index (1952-53 and 1962-64)
and one in the lagging index (1951-52). The skipped cycles are visi-
ble but much smaller than the rest. In the other countries there are a
few extra or skipped cycles in the leading or lagging indexes (as well
as one skipped cycle in the coincident index for France), but for the
most part one-to-one correspondence is the rule. The evidence on
skipped and extra cycles in the composite index has been summa-
rized in Table 3-2.
The high degree of conformity between the growth cycle chro-
nologies and the behavior of the composite indexes in the countries
under study speaks well for the indicator method as adapted to
growth cycle measurement and for the objective criteria used for
dating turning points. The judgmental screening to which the com-
puter-selected turns were subjected did not affect many of the
choices. The results also speak well for the consistent overall behav-
ior of the economic activities embodied in the indicators included in
the composite indexes and for the similarity in the timing behavior
of each type of indicator. In order to carry the analysis further, how-
ever, it is necessary to look at the individual indicators in each tim-
ing classification.
MEDIANTIMING OF INDICATORS
Weshall now examine the international record of the twelve leading
indicators, six roughly coincident indicators, and six lagging indica-
tors included in the 1966 U.S. list of "most reliable indicators."
The median behavior is summarized in Table 3-4. Is the median tim-
ing pattern in the nine foreign countries in our study similar to that
found in the United States?
Based on Table 3-4 we find that among the leading indicators at
peaks the medians fail to lead in nineteen out of seventy-four in-
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Indicators:
U. S. Classification




Canada Kingdom Germany France
Leading Indicators
Lead (-)orLag (÷), in Months
Average workweek, mfg. —3 -3 0 —8-4
New unemployment claimsC
New orders, consumer goodsd
—1
—2
-1 n.a. + 2 n.a.
—2 n.a. n.a. —11
Formation of bus. enterprises —11 n.a. -8 —8n.a.
Contracts & orders, plant &
equipmentd +1 +3 -3 —6 n.a.
Building permits, housing —6 —3 -11 -16-9
Change in bus. inventoriesd 0 0 -4 -4n.a.
Industrial materials prices —1 + 2 + 5 n.a. + 1
Stock price index —4 —3 -5 —6-3
Profitsd -4 -5 —4 —8 n.a.
Ratio, price to labor cost —8 +1 —14 —9 —4
Change in consumer debtd —6 -2 -16 -21 n.a.
Median or Total -4 -2 -4 -8-4
Coincident Indicators





+ 1 + 2 + 3 0
0 -13 0-1
Industrial production + 3 0 0 0 0
Personal incomed -1 •+1 -4 -6n.a.
Mfg. & trade salesd —1 —2 —3 —3 —2
Median or Total 0 0 -2 0 0
Lagging Indicators
Long.durationunemploymentc






+4 +5 —2 n.a.







Interest rates, bus. loans +7 +5 +5 + 2 + 6
Median or Total + 6 + 4 + 6 + 6 + 7
Notes:
a. The series available for each country are sometimes only roughly equivalent
in content to the U.S. series. In some cases two series are used to match the U.S.
series and the median includes all observations for both series. The periods
covered vary for each indicator and each country, but all are within the years
1948 -1981.
b. Matching means that for leading indicators the median is a lead, for lagging
indicators the median is a lag, and for coincident indicators the median is a lead
or lag of three months or less.
n
Table 3-4.Lengths of Median Lead or Lag of Individual Indicators
at Growth Cycle Peaks for Ten Countries. I
Itr









ItalyBelgium NetherlandsSweden JapanCountries U.S.bMatch U.S.b
Lead (-)orLag (+),in Months (continued)
6 3 0 -4 -1 0 -4 -3
n.a. n.a. n.a. +4 n.a. 0 1 2
-8 +1 -5 -4 n.a. -4 5 1
-4 0 -11 n.a.-10 -8 5 1
n.a. -4 —3 n.a. —5 —4 5 1
—2 —7 —1 n.a. —12 —6 7 1
n.a. n.a. ÷ 2 n.a. —1 0 3 2
n.a.-11 -4 +1 0 0 2 5
-6 n.a. -13 -14 -8 -6 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.-10 -5 4 0
n.a. n.a. —2 +7 —2 —2 5 2
n.a. n.a. n.a. +8 -9 -7 4 1
—4 —4 -3 +1 —5 —4 55 19
+5 n.a. +4 +5 +2 +3 4 4
+1 -1 0 0 0 0 9 0
+1 0 n.a. 0 —5 0 6 2
0 —4 -2 0 0 0 8 1
n.a. n.a. n.a. 0 -9 -2 2 3
—1 -17 0 +3 —8 —2 7 2
+1 -2 0 0 -2 0 36 12
n.a. n.a. +5 +4 n.a. +5 4 0
n.a. n.a. +2 n.a. 0 +3 3 2
+6 +15 +6 n.a. +4 +8 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. —3 +8 +9 4 1
n.a. n.a. n.a. 0 -6 +3 2 2
+3 +5 n.a. +7 +7 +5 8 0
+4 +10 +5 +2 +4 +5 29 5
c.Inverted.
d. In constant prices.
Source: Appendix Tables 5-1 to 5-10.86 International Economic Indicators Ti
Table 3-4. continued.Lengths of Median Lead or Lag of Individual












New orders, consumer goodsd
Formation of bus. enterprises
Contracts & orders, plant &
equipmentd
Building permits, housing




Ratio, price to labor costs




































































































a. The series available for each country are sometimes only roughly equivalent
in content to the U.S. series. In some cases two series are used to match the U.S.
series and the median includes all observations for both series. The periods
covered vary for each indicator and each country, but all are within the years
1948 -1981.
b. Matching means that for leading indicators the median is a lead, for lagging
indicators the median is a lag, and for coincident indicators the median is a lead
or lag of three months or less.
-l











ItalyBelgium Netherlands Sweden JapanCountries U.S."Match U.S.b
Lead (-)orLag (+),inMonths (continued)
—1 -2 0-4 -2 7 2 +4
n.a. n.a. n.a. —5 n.a. —4 3 0
—9 +5 -13 0 n.a. —2 3 3
—3 0 n.a. —14 —4 5 1 :
n.a. —2 —3 n.a. 0 0 2 4
—2 —5 —9 n.a. —6 —7 7 1
n.a. n.a. +3 n.a.-4 —2 3 2
n.a.-14 -13 +1 +6 +1 3 4
-8 n.a. -8 -7 —4 -7 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.-10 -3 4 0
n.a. n.a. +6 —2 —2 —2 5 2
n.a. n.a. n.a. -5-6 -8 5 0
—7 —2 —2 —2 —4 —2 55 19
+8 n.a. +4 +1 +2 +2 4 4
+7 —1 0 0 +2 +1 8 1
—1 0 n.a. —8 —2 -1 6 2
0 -6 0 0 0 0 8 1
n.a. n.a. n.a. -4 +1 0 3 2
—7 -11 0 +4 —1 0 6 3
0 -4 0 0 0 0 35 13
n.a. n.a. +3 +4 n.a. +3 4 0
n.a. n.a. 0 n.a. +4 +5 3 2
+5 +16 +10 n.a.+5 +6 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. +11 +8 +9 5 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. +6 0 +6 3 1
+9 +4 n.a. +18+18 +9 7 1
+7 +10 +3 +8 +5 +6 30 488 International Economic Indicators
Table 3—4. continued.Median Lead or Lag of Individual Indicators at












Lead (.-)orLag (+),in Months
Average workweek, mfg. —2 —4 —2 —2 —3
New unemployment claimsc









Formation of bus. enterprises -4 n.a. -8 —8 n.a.
Contracts & orders, plant &
equipment'1 —2 +2 —3 —4 n.a.
Building permits, housing -7 -5 -11 +8 —8
Change in bus. inventories d —1 0 —5 —4 n. a.
Industrial materials prices —1 —2 +5 n.a. +3
Stock price index —4 -4 —8 —7 —8
Profitsd —2 —3 —3 —9 n.a.
Ratio, price to labor cost









Median or Total -2 -2 -6 -5 -6
Coincident Indicators











Industrial production 0 0 0 0 -1
Personal incomed 0 0 -3 0 n.a.
Mfg. & trade sales'1 0 0 —2 + 1 0
Median or Total 0 0 -1 0 0
Lagging Indicators
Long-duration unemploymentc









Business inventoriesd +6 +9 +6 + 16 +6
Productivity change, nonfarme+10 +9 +10 +4 n.a.
Business loans outstandingd +4 +3 +4 +4 n.a.
Interest rates, bus, loans + 7 + 5 +3 + 8 + 6
Median or Total + 6 + 5 +6 + 6 + 6
Notes:
a. The series available for each country are sometimes only roughly equivalent
in content to the U.S. series. In some cases two series are used to match the U.S.
series and the median includes all observations for both series. The periods
covered vary for each indicator and each country, but all are within the years
1948 —1 981.
b. Matching means that for leading indicators the median is a lead, for lagging
indicators the median is a lag, and for coinéident indicators the median is a lead











ItalyBelgium Netherlands Sweden JapanCountries U. S.bMatch U. 5•b
Lead (-)orLag (+), in Months (continued)
7 2 +2 —2 —1 0 —4 —2
n.a. n.a. n.a. 0 n.a. —2 2 1
-8 +4 -7 -4n.a. -4 5 1
—6 -1 -5 n.a.-13 —6 6 0
n.a. —2 —4 n.a. —4 —3 5 1
—2 —5 —9 n.a. —9 —7 7 1
n.a. n.a. +3 n.a.-2 -2 3 2
n.a.-14 +7 +1 0 +1 2 5
-8 n.a. —8 -10 —6 —8 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.-10 —3 4 0
n.a. n.a. +2 —2 —2 —3 5 2
n.a. n.a. n.a. +4-9 —8 4 1
—7 —2 —4 0 —5 —3 58 16
+6 n.a. +4 +5 +2 +3 4 4
+4 -2 0 0 +1 +1 8 1
0 0 n.a. 0-2 —1 7 1
0 -6 0 0 0 0 8 1
n.a. n.a. n.a. 0-5 0 4 1
—2 —11 0 +4 0 0 7 2
0 -4 0 0 0 0 38 10
n.a. n.a. +4 +4 n.a. +4 4 0
n.a. n.a. +2 n.a. 0 +4 3 2
+6 +16 +9 n.a.+4 +6 8 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. +6 +8 +8 5 0
n.a. n.a. n.a. +4-4 +4 3 1
+9 +4 n.a. +14 +9 +7 8 0
+8 +10 +4 +5 +4 +5 31 3
d. In constant prices.
•j




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































492 International Economic Indicators
stances,or about a quarter of the time. At troughs the medians fail to
lead about 24 percent of the time. The best overview, perhaps, is pro- Cc
vided by the median timing for peaks and troughs together. Here, the
medians fail to lead in sixteen out of seventy-four cases or 22 percent
of the time. The exceptions are widely scattered among the nine di
countries and among the indicators. There is no country without at
least one indicator that failed to show a median lead. Only three indi-
cators,the formation of business enterprises, stock prices, and St
profits, exhibit median leads at peaks and troughs in all countries.
For the roughly coincident indicators, at peaks there are twelve
failures out of forty-eight comparisons, a failure rate of 25 percent.
There are a number of medians of zero, and the exceptions are
widely dispersed. The same situation is found at troughs, where there C
• are thirteen failures out of forty-eight comparisons, a failure rate of
27 percent. Again the exceptions are dispersed. Viewing the peaks e
and troughs together, among the roughly coincident indicators the t
medians for the nine countries fail to match the U.S. behavior 2].
percent of the time. There are no exceptions in Canada, the United
Kingdom, or West Germany, and as noted, the exceptions are widely
dispersed among the indicators as well. As for the lagging indicators,
at peaks they fail to lag five out of thirty-four times (a failure rate of
15%), and at troughs the medians fail to match five of thirty- five
times (a failure rate of 14%). At both peaks and troughs together,
for the lagging indicators, only 9 percent of the medians for other
countries fail to match the U.S. pattern, and once more there is no
particular pattern either by country or by indicator.
Another way of summarizing this information is shown in Table
3-5, where for each country the number of indicators with medians
consistent with ("right") or inconsistent with ("wrong") the U.S.
classification is shown. For the United States, taking the results for
peaks and troughs combined, the indicators behaved as postulated.
This is not unexpected, of course, since the original classification,
made in 1966, was based on the U.S. record, albeit at classical cycle
turns rather than growth cycle turns and for a period that ended with
the business cycle trough in 1961. For the other countries combined,
29 of the 156 indicators, or about 1 of 5, failed to behave in the ex-
pected manner—that is, in the manner suggested by U.S. experience.
The "failure rate" for each country at both peaks and troughs is
shown in the extreme left-hand column of the table. This rate varies
from a high of 35 percent in Sweden to a low of 5 percent in the
United Kingdom. In the rest of the countries the behavior of most
of the indicators—between three-fourths and nine-tenths—corre-
sponded to their behavior in the United States.Leading, Coincident, and Lagging Indicators in Ten Countries 93
to In general the lagging indicators deviated less often from their U.S.
counterparts than the other indicators did. For the leading group, 22
he percent of the indicators in the other nine countries (at peaks and
mt troughs combined) deviated from U.S. experience. For the coinci-
me dent indicators, 21 percent failed to exhibit roughly coincident per-
rat formance. For the lagging group, only 9 percent failed to lag.
di- If we consider peak and trough behavior separately, relatively few
substantial differences appear. The similarity in results is probably a
consequence of the trend adjustment involved in growth cycle analy-
ye sis. In the United States, we have found that when no trend adjust-
it. ment is made, differences in the timing behavior of different indica-
re
1 torsare more pronounced at peaks than at troughs. While growth
re cycle analysis may make the distinction between peak and trough
behavior less consequential, there is clear confirmation from the for-
eign record that indicators that lead, coincide, or lag at peaks also
tend to perform the same way at troughs.
NOTESTO CHAPTER 3
1.Measures of smoothness and cyclical amplitude are given in Appendix 3A.
)f 2. Where the number of turning point comparisons in Table 3-1 differs from
re the number of growth cycle turns in Figure 3-1, this is due to turns at which



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































J96 International Economic Indicators
APPENDIX 3B
NUMERICAL ANALYSIS OF SEQUENCE OF TURNS IN COMPOSITE
INDEXES, TEN COUNTRIES
Table 3B—1.United States, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite
























































































93Leading, Coincident, and Lagging Indicators in Ten Countries 97
Table 3B-2. Canada, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,
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Table 3B-3.United Kingdom, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in CompositeLeading, Coincident, and Lagging Indicators in Ten Countries 99
Table 3B-4. West Germany, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite
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Table 3B-5.France, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,
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Table 3B-6.Italy, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,
























































































I102 International Economic Indicators
Table 3B-7.Belgium, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,













Number of Timings 3 4 3 10
Number of Successes
Including Ties 3 3 3 9
Excluding Ties 3 3 3 9
Percent of Successes
Including Ties 100 75 100 90
Excluding Ties 100 75 100 90
Troughs













Including Ties 100 100 100 100
Excluding Ties 100 67 100 88
Total (P +T)
Number of Timings 5 7 6 18
Number of Successes
Including Ties 5 6 6 17
Excluding Ties 5 5 6 16
Percent of Successes
Including Ties 100 86 100 94
Excluding Ties 100 71 100 89nj
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Table 3B—8.Netherlands, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite























































































Table 3B-9. Sweden, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,
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Table 3B-1O. Japan, Analysis of Sequence of Turns in Composite Indexes,































































Number of Timings 11 13 12 36
Number of Successes
Including Ties
Excluding Ties
11
10
12
12
11
11
34
33
Percent of Successes
Including Ties
Excluding Ties
100
91
92
92
92
92
94
92
I